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Funeral Sermon, 


= Upon the Sudden 
And much Lamented Death of 


Dr. Francis Upton; 


WO Died September 4th, 1711. 
Preached at Black-Fr ars. 


The Memorie of the Juſt is Bleſſed; 
but the Name of the W icked ſhall ; Rot, 
- Prov. A. vik. 


The Righteous ſhall + in Everlaſting 
Remembrance, 2 CXI. vi. 


By Samuel Wright. 
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LONDON: 
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a T Great Defen Lath been to do Wut 
o the 


4 Jou were ple:ſed to Call me * to bear 


a Part in jour fiction, and to Aſi ft you 18 


the ſuſtaining of it; ſo would 7 now Either 


a few of thoſe Hints that have been Uſeful on 
this Occaſion; believing Theſe will be much more 


Acceptable to you, than to fil 4 Dedication with | 
Uſeleſs Complements, "A N --4 


YOU have a great deal 1 to Quiet and Com- 


fort jou under the preſent Calamity. Ton have 
xo reaſon to Queſtion the Eppan of the Sa! 
that is Departed ; and it was a Conſolation that 
our Bleſſed Saviour left with his Diſciples at bis. 
leaving = World, | If ye loved Me ye would 


5 


Ne 


* 4 8 * 
- 5 
„ 


0 \ 4 Jour Re, TY the follbwinh Vibe 3 ; 


"Y Friendi, 9e Families that are Suf- 
| ferers,” and Mourners together with you, who | 
wil Le deffrous to Read it; ſo I provi e my ſelf 
that "you Approbasiun wil very much | etommend g 


Living, whilſt J have been paying this 
| i piece of Reſp: to the Dead : Aud home ver 

I ſucceed as to others, it is ſome Satisfallion 1 
Think that I bave not Kd whol/ 1 4 | 
E in my Attempts to be Serwiceable Ya 0 
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| | | Rejoyce becauſe I go to the Father, And 
8 then again, jou your Elbe have ober bed i 


| Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Providence, both; to 
8. the Tinie and the Mayer of his Departave: * He 


End. 5 
BUT you will give me leave to put you in 
mind that you have ſomething more to do, than 
-erly to Bear this Affliction, it is your Duty 
to Improve it alſo. To loſe ſuch a Relation, 
and after that to loſe the Benefit and Good 
that might be gain d by this Exerciſe, would be 
à Double Loſs, yea in the Erd the latter will 
| prove a Much Greater, and more Grit vous Loſs 
_ than the former: The One you are Not Account- 
able for, the other you Are: The one is your | 
„ 3 Aiction, 
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4fflidt ion, | the other woy!d be your Nu: G 


forbid that your Sorrow ſbould be thus Aggra- 
wated and Encreasd, 


os * 


ing aud Conquering your own Spirits, that the 


may: neitber teo Joos throw off, nor too. much 
Sink under, the Tryal; not to Deſpiſt and 


make light of ſuch Rebukes on the one hand, nor 


to Faint under em on the other, u the Happi - 
neſs and the Duty of a Chriſtian. Let thu be 


mung with your on Hearts, ſq as that Ton 
may become traly Acquainted with, your ſelves, 
aud with the State and Condition of [your Souls. 
1 have heard it from vcu as @ Saying of bim 
© tbat's Gone, We never ſo well know our 


41* 


ſelves as by Afflictions. Let your Sins, Nom, 
Le called to your Remembrance, and your Repen: 


trance Renewed while your Hearts are Tender, 


aud bunhled within v. Bleſſed are they that 
thus Mouro, for they ſhall be Comforted, 


Math, v. Let your Reſolutions, nam more 
than Euer be Fixed for God, and Heaven: 
Let thoſe” Aﬀettions which were ſet on your 


to that Place where (briſi ſitteth at the right 


band of God. We ſhould not only follow the 


Bodies of our Dead to the Grave, but follow 


| pheir Souls 10 Glory; our Hearts ſbould ſtill 
Accompany them there, aud we ſbould long to 
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| be with them in that Bleſſed State where there 
gte mo: Imperfeitions, where there will be no 
more Separations. In the mean time you ſhould 


a Jime of Retir ing fram the Warld, aud (om 


Dear Deceaſed Relative, now Go Up with him 
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of your Reivaining Bleſſings; and if it Pleaſe 


may this till 


„ 0.” 


"The Dedication 
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may Rejoyce in the Application" of that Promiſe, 
Heb. xiii. 5. I will never ave thee, nor for- 
fake Tee. 


1 know it is your Defive thus to FI af 1 
Pall not ceaſe to Pray for that Grace that * 
Enable ons. 


I heartily wiſh 3 you the Comfortable Enjoyment 
God, the Increaſe of * 1 thanfully ace 


: knowledge Your and the Doctor s great Kindneſs 4 
to Me, and Mine; and ſince I am not Capable | 

of making any Returns to Him, It ball be my 
Study, and Pleafure to do all I can as 4 Teſbi- 
on -of my Gratitude to Jou. May the Pre- 


ence of God py you in Jour Removes ; 


y0u in mind of your Condition 
in "This Wotld, which is'ſo 4 prly in Scripture 
| Cimpared to that of Pilg rs ani Sojouthers, 


And may vll. theſe Wg Babe ſo Good an Ex. 


felt, as thut Yhe Jo N 1 of your Future Meeting « FY 
ban Father, or -Brother, © may 

abundantly 'Recompenſe the Pain and 4 ON: f 

5 N Late Parting. Fam, 


Deceaſed Nu, 
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Give 77 your ſelves, and all jour Affairs into 
the Hands of God ; ſubmit” ro his Condutt 1 3 
truſt in bis Goodneſs and Mercy ; walk in bis 
mays be ſare not to "for/ake Him, and you 
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Fur what is your Tafe ? it is even a Vapour that appearetb for 4 
8 little time, and then vaniſheth away. ESE 9 8 


1 


JO Underſtand the Deſign of theſe words, we need 
not look any farther backwards than the preceeding 
, Verſg : In which we find the Apoſtle Correcting the 
"-” folly of thoſe who Lay their Projects and Contri- 
vances for Worldly Gain and Profperity, ſo as to leave the 
thoughts of God's Providence, and their own Mortality, out 
of their Schemes; as if they had both Life, and all its Advan ; 
tages at their Command. The intent therefore of this Paſſage 1 
is, to Check the Man of Buſineſs and the World in his too | 
eager and . for the purſuit of pre- | 
1 


ſet” Things, by teaching him toſubmit'All to the Will” of God, | 
who does alone diſpoſe of our Times, and our Mercies. \ 
Thus much alſo we are Taught” both by the Life and the 1 
Death of our Departed Friend, as we ſhall ſee in the ſequel of | 
this Diſcourſe. X Life fo Buſie, ahd ſo much under the Con- | 
duct of Religion; together with a Death fo ſudden and ſur- | 
prizing, cannot, one Would think, fail of making very deep | 
2a4 uſeful Impreſſions. And how exactly our Text is ſuited j 


to this Melancholy Octaſon, will appear, if you Reflect on this 
one Circumſtance; that He, who to afl appearance was in 
Health at the clole of one Day, lay numbred amongſt the 
Dead in the Morning of another. Well may we ſay with the 
Apoſtle, e know not wh. fy.1!l be on the Morrow: For what is your 
L.ife it nein ehm, ee HL han ee 


Every ſudden Death we hear of, methinks ſpeaks no leſs to 
us than this, that at the preſet moment, for any thing we 
know, we may be as near dying, as if our Friends and' all a- 
bout us had giden us over for Dead; and therefore that it is 
not unfit to ſuppoſe'our ſelves in ſuch a Condition, while we 
ate Meditating on this Subject. Thus let us ſet our ſelves ſeri: - 
I. The Deſcription and Repreſentation that is here given us 
of the "preſent nie, ane ente, 
%% 
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mien. 


II. Thoſe things which may reconcile us to ſuch an Account ; 


8 And # 


III. The Improvement which we ought to make of it, 
1. Let us ſeriouſly Conſider this Deſcription of the Preſent 


Life, Ii js even a vapour that dppeareth for u little time, and then 


- . 


vaniſheth away. 


4 ſhall not ſeek after any thing that might Surprize in this 


Metaphor, but only Enlarge a little on theſe Three plain and | 
very obvious Things. N 


1. Our Life is ſaid to be a Vapour, on the account of its 


 frormeſs : it appears but for a little time. As an Exhalation that 
riſes out of the Ground, or the Waters, may wander a while 


upcn. the Surface of the Earth or Seas, till having f. t it 


ſelf, it diſappears, and is ſeen no more; fo Life, which ſome 


have called an gl ive Spark ftruck out at the miceting of So. and 


Body, ſeems very ſprightly and buſie till the Vital Flame is 


ſpent, and then it Languiſhes and is Extinct. And if it ſhould 
reach the longeſt Term of its appointed Duration, yet may it 


very well be ſaid to be but a latte time; as in that known place | 


in the XC Pſalm. The days of our years are.threeſcore years and 


ten z and if by reaſon of ftrengt they be fourſcore years, yet is their 
ſtre ugth labour aud ſorrow : 5 it is ſoon cut off, and we flee a- 


way. How does the Scripture every where abound with affect- 
ing Repreſentations of this Truth! Sometimes Life is reduc'd 
to one of the leaſt and ſcantieſt meaſures, Thou baſt made my 


days as as Hanads-breadth :. And in other Places, the ſhortnels | 


of Time is ſet forth by the ſwift motion of it. Ay days, ſays 


Job, are ſwifter than 4 Weavers Shuttle; which is no ſooner 
| thrown in at one fide of the Web, bur it is out at the other. 
If we look to the Sea, our days are ſaid to paſs away 4s the ſwift 
Slips; if upon the Earth, they are ſwifter than a oft: Or if 
we look into the Air, the Eagle that hafteth to her Prey, flyes 


not ſo ſwift as the wings of Time carry us, Job ix. beginning. 


No tho' a Life of Fourſcore Tears ſhould be thus deſcribed 
by thoſe things which are but of a few days, it may be but a 
| few minuies continuance, yet there is no 
juſtneſs in the Repreſentation ; becauſe hat Everlafling Dura- 


tion Which the Scriptures all along ha ve a reſpect to, will make 


the Life even of a Methuſelab to ſeem but a moment; and when 
compared with Eternity, a Thouſand Tears are no more than 

a Point of Time: But when we conſider how many Ages now - 
go to-make up ſuch a Summ as a Thouſand Years, and yet 


ow few that live to what we call a full Age; ſuch Compari- 


ſons as theſe, cannot but appear with a very moving Propriety. 


2. Our Life is called a Vapour, to ſigniſie the Uncertaimy of 


it: For as ſuch a Meteor never continues long, ſo it is always 


very 


mpropriety or Un- 


w w 
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| © infinitely complicated Engine; in which to the & 5 
4 formance of the ſ:veral Functions and Offices of Lite ſo ma- 


ANS 


— MELEE 2 — ” — — — — vn a 
N J | 
: - * £2 e * „en 1 * | 


i + 


* 


— 


— 


N * 
3 . 
. 


very, uncertain; one moment ſpreading to a conſiderable ma g- 


nitude, and the next dwindling away, ſo as to be ſcarce vile 


ble; Now it ſhines with a brigntneſs that ſhall draw the at- 


tention of all about it, and in the tyinkling of an Eye diſap- 


| pears, and is ſuddenly put out. Juſt ſuch an Uncertain thin 3 
is Life, ſo continually in danger, and ſo quickly Extinguiſhed. 
If I may ſpeak in borrowed Language: When pve confider 


„this fearful and wonderiul Frame of a Humane Body, this 
ue PEry 
<< ny Strings, and Springs, ſo many Receptacles and Channels 


| © are neceſſary, andall in their right Frame and Order; and 
| © in which, beſides the infinite Imperceptable and Secret 
Ways of Mortality, there are fo many Sluice and Flood- 


gates to let Death in, and Life out; we muſt ſay that it 15 


« next toa Miracle, t 


o' we take but little notice of it, that 


e every one of us did not Die, every day: ſince we were Born, 


R Taeron, 


So many are the Diſtempers, and ſo many the Caſualties with | 


which the Bills of Mortality are filled every Week, ſome d ing 


in the Bloom, and others in the Midſt of their Days; ſome 


wearing away by flow degrees, and others on aſud en expi⸗ 


ring; ſome in the midſt of Buſineſs, aud a full Emp oyment, 
others in the midſt of Honours, and in the Higheſt Stations; 


that upon the whole we find, in all Ages and in all Conditi- 


| ons, Mens Lives are at the ſame Uncertaiaties; Nay, ſome- 


times Life is like a Vapour in tis, that it makes the brighteſt 


Blaze, and draws the greateſt Obſervation, when upon the 


Point of Expiring: 


3. Our Life is compared to a Yapour,to ſhow the Irrecavera- 


bleneſs of it when it is once gone: it vaniſheth away, Thus 


| Death is deſcribed by the P/almniſft as a going hence and being ſeen 

no more, Pſal. xxxix. And in this ſenſe it is Aid in the Book 

| of Job, that Man lieth down, and riſeth not till the Heavens be 

no more, they ſhall not awake, nor be raiſed out of their fleep, Job 

I xiv. 12. What 1 Deſign by this, is to put uz upon a 00 
Attention to a Truth Univerſally acknowledg'd, but laid to 

| Heart, as it ought to be, by very few, It is utterly. impoſſi- 


ble we ſhould return to any of the Affairs and Enjoyments of 


this Warld, or into a ſecond State-of Tryal and Probation for 
a future World, when once Death hath paſſed upon us. Our 
Condition then is for ever determin'd, and our Place of A- 
| bode for ever fix d; ſo that in whe Place where tbe Tree falleth, 


the re it ſhall be, Eccleſ. xi. 3. 


Hence it is that the Wiſe Man prefers the Living to the 


Dead, becauſe 1be Living know that they ſhall die, Thoſe that 
0 B 2 — have 


table 
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have See nerd in Dying T, can eber mene | Or EFT A | f 


for it, as what is yet # 


| ſerve, that our Texr does not fy the Soul Ts Wi apaur that vanith. 
eth away, but the Liſe is #5; "The <Gin 4 true goes! 85 
With the Breath, but᷑ it does not loſe Etct its Being, or Aety- 


whole Book ought to be kept in view, an that is to conlt45% 


ing Infideł; or it may be repreſeiting h 


tt therefore as an account of what thoſe Men think, or if they 
could, would think, who chuſe to live like Brutes, Tather thai A. 


In his own works here, as. his Portion and FH. 7 2 Bat that 


, denn them, isevident from that. moſt plain and expreſs ſenſe 


| dive and Vaderſtand things iO he did, 


— — „ 


** „4 


the Miſtake; but thoſe th at are {tyll Alive, have The Prigtted; 
of looking to their 7 ching Diffolation,” and of preparing 


c ome. 


Befbre 1 leave this Head, it may not " improper to Ob- 


vity, by its ſeparatiof from the Body: 4 ſe, who wg 
argue any, thing fronrfath' Wella: 0 100 e to We e x 
25 Base hart, and porting nh &vel'\ with | that 
rates; do H indee 155 chers Wh hs Une ght bez en 
That in Reaſon appeats to Ve "the Sahle 4 In wp thike: 
There is one Place in the' Eccleh iff „ That, 1 rah'Sely 


perverted by fach; which 1600 1d take this 1 a i 
ſet in its vr Light; and that'is in the 
verſes ; For that which he faleth rhe" Sons of e b alle Bla, 2 
even one thing bef. aleth them: as the one dieth, fo, dieth the other, 
hea they 10 one hredth; % 10 a Man ba 20 pre emmence | 


abo de a 2.6 for all is unity. 
Toundetſtand Which, the Iutent of cen throughout le 


the ſeveral States of Life ant the Notions of Meh, that could 
make any pretenſiohs ti à ſatisfying 0 And it is very 
evident that here he is Galy 5 Perſonating 4 


when carried: away by ah Atheiſtical Profane Spirit, I read 


as Reaſonable, Ini oreal' reatures. Thu: he re reſents em 
as going on: Vene tell us indee of the Soubof Man ſurvix: 
ing“ Ne Body, while that pf Beaſts periſhss, ht who krowerh the 
Siri of Man that goes App d, 414 the Spirit of a, Beaft that goes 
do wum. i K who ever ſaw either of the ſe Agence or deſcend- 

ing, or Who can pretend to give ſuch a d [ſtint Atcount of them? 
Thus detiding the Thoughts of their Immortality, they re- 
ſolve all into This; that ohn is better than tor a Aan tn rèjoyce 


this Oracle of Wiſlom only brings in theſe things to Con- 


_ of 'the Matter; which he ves us as his om afterwards ; xit | 
| * 25. 7. ver. Then ſhall the. 
he! Spirit hhlPporurn to Gu who gave it. So. that white Men . 


uſt. return to the Earth as it pas: J and 


talk at this rate, they only Prove them ſelyes of the —_ 
thbſe whom Solomon there Deſcribes; not of t thoſe Fg 
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"oluÞtaons Argu-“ 
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at it is f Ne MoH] tufn d Way frbni ſuch às are this Carb. 


les and Unreflecting, to ſüßport Abd ailiſt thoſe that are apt 


with too wüch Melancholy and Uneaſineſs to Muſe on their 
reſent Fralty, and Mortality 5 which is Rat we have pro- 
8's üfider the next Heide 11e 

II. To Conſider thoſe things that may Recont ile u ro this 


Arb bunt of Life. Ahd it is abfcſutely neceſſary HY order here- 


o, that we lay together, and putſue a While ſome ſuch 
Thoughts as theſe,” 1 YC Op Ik )-5y : Lit rh 1 Fred 
The Great Author of Nature, Whoſe Wiſdeom and Good: 

Mels are Infinfte, havieg made Man an Intelligent! Rational 


Exeatüre, uſt have deſign'd and intended him for ſome End 
ch a. Being, and ſüch Capacities,” The utmoſt of 


ſüftabſe to 


1 End; and t 


than it is to Redeem a Soul: But look we ſtedſaſtiy into the 


Heavens, Survey the Glories, and conſider the Employ ments 


Phat n arrive at here; falls vaſtlyſhort of fuch 
e Whole World Ts no more Able to Satisfie, 


of thoſe that are Immortalized'there; and then look back up- 


| *on the preſent Life, as it referrs and leads to that Bliſsful E- 
4 Ternity.; and we are no more diſtrefs'd to think of the Short- 
neß, the Uncertainty and the lrrecoverablene ſs of it. 


1 


This will reconcile us to the * of appearing here but 
fir a little time; ſince we lee a bett 


lamities of this Life, that inſtead of bewailing the forrneſi, 


many have complained of the lengib of it; and have ſought 


for Death, even as for a hid Treaſure : All which Miſeries ate 
intirely and for ever removed from the Soul that gets to 


Heaven, and innumerable Joys and Pleaſures are its Porti- 
r UCL NA 
And tho! Life he very ſhort, yet it is long enough for this 


Great and Main Work, our Preparation for Heaven. We are 
indeed fallen from our Creator, and therefore We ſuffer 'a 


us out of this S ate of Sin and Miſery; and has ſent his Son 
to publiſh his Grace and Good-will to Sinners; and by his 
Death to make Satisfaction for the Sins of all thoſe who ſin- 


ce.l rely believe in him, Repenting and turning unto God thro 
him: Soas ſoor as we are brought toa »npliance with | 


theſe Ternis, and made prevalingly deſirous of God's Favour, 


Jer. @ itt xetter and unſpeakably more 
_ <defirable State in the Future, than any Condition can be in 
= the Preſent World ? So numerous and fo @r1eVOus are the Ca- 


"While under the neceſſary Conſequences of that ſhameful Apo- 
ſtacy; but as God has ſet on foot a Deſign of Recovering 


and poſſeſsd with all thoſe Great and Good thoughts of him, 
' hich may fit ns for an Everlaſting Fruition, our Work is 


one: and nothing more remains, if we ſhould àbide never 


2. 


ſo long here, but that we continne in his Love, holding faſt the 


Profeſſion 


e 
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Profeſſion of our Faith, being | Redfaft m the Performance of 
our Duty, and enlarging our Thought; and Deſires ſtill more 
and more according to the Means and Helps we have for that 


purpoſe. And the ſhorter. Life is, when it comes to be thus 
employ'd, the ſooner do we receive the Eud of our Faith, even 
the. Salvation. of our Souls, 1 Pet. i, 9. al * 


lam ſeaſible that Life is much too ſhort to accompliſh all the 
deſigns of the Men of Learning, or of Politicks, or of Buſineſs ; 
but if you will believe One who was acknowledged to be a Per- 
ſon of the greateft Learning, and who had been employ'd in 


the greateſt . Concerns, , thole of e De 
Emba ſſies, 
as 2 Buſie Idleneſs; and at laſt cried out, Ah vitam per- 


ſpeaks bath of his Severe Studies, and of his ſevera 
didi operoſe nihil agendo. I have loſt ny Life in a Lahorious 


doing of notbing. Upon which it is very juſt: to Conchude, 
that our main Work and Buſineſs is not to manage the Af- 
fairs, or to ſearch after the, Wiſdom of this World, but to 
get acquainted with, and prepare for Another; and that a 


very ſhort Life duly improved, would be long enough to do. 
But further, when we conſider the Uncertainty of Life, 


the Proſpect of an Eternal Stue will in This alſo Re- 
lieve and quiet our Thoughts. We know not but we 
mall Die before to Morrow ; but we know that if we 
are ready, a Surprizing Death will be only a Surprizing 
Happineſs; and there is nothing more likely to make, or 
keep us ready, than a conſtant Expectation of our Departure. 
Univerſal Experience ſhews us, that nothing leſs would be 
a reſtraint upon the Wicked, or a prevailing Excitement 
to Watchfulneſs, and Diligence in the Righteous themſelves. 
Let hut the Unfzithful Servant once ſay in his Heart that the 
Lord delays his Coming; and all his appetites, both the Angry 
and the Voluptuous, as Doctor Bates ſomewhere obſerves, 
are immediately let looſe ; He begins to ſmite his Fellow Ser- 


ty 


wants, and to Eat and Drink with the Drunken; yea, the Good 


Man too would be apt to grow very remiſs and negligent, 
were it not for ſuch a Text as that; Watch therefore, for ye 


nom not what hour your Lord doth Come, Matth. xxiv. 42. 
Tae rng us at Uncertainties, and Hiding from us the 


particular Time of our Death, may be conſider' d as Servicea- 


ble to very great and wile Purpoſes, even at Preſent; but 

much more does it ſatisfie bes i 

tho Mig] to conſider this, with reſpect cour ſe Concerning Death. | 
nn, 1 enfele very Trying to ſee a uſeful Life ſnarch d a 
way on a ſudden. ; and with It a great many Generous Deſigns 
- falling to the Ground » If ever we might wiſh or hope for a 


calm ge: $-ertock's Practical Dif- 
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Certain Continuance of any Liſe, it would be ſuch an One; 
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but even in this Caſe we may reſt ſatisfied that the Dying 
party does not loſe the Reward of what he Py and pioully 


| defend, no more than of what he has already effected; many 


times Such are taken away from the Evil to come. And for 
others who are Sufferers by ſuch Strokes, they frequently 


prove a ſeaſonable Rebuke to our Sins, a means of cutting o 

thoſe Proſpects and Expectations, that might fix our Hearts 
on the Creature, inſt ead of God, and ſo very much promote 
our Piety and Heavenly mindedneſs. And after all, we are 


ſure. that à future State will Explain the darkeſt Paſſages to 


our full Satisfaction. And that however uncertain and accs- 


dental theſe things may ſeem to us Here, yet Hereafter we 
ſhall ſee that all has been done according to the Wz/eft Connſels, 
and by the moſt VUnerring Rules, „„ an Oey 
I need not add much to quiet us under the Thoughts of the 


Irre-coverableneſs of Life; becauſe what is ſaid of this, we find . 
| Perſons generally more ſatisfied with. When we conſider the - 
Death of our Friends and Relations, we quickly fall in with 


that of David, ii Sam. xii. 23, Now he is dead where ſorr 


ſhorld Tfaft ? Can I bring bim back again? I ſhall go to him, but be 
ſhall not return to me. And when we conſider it as our Own 
Caſe, it is enough to think, that we have fair and frequent 
Warnings before hand; which if we hearken to, we may ob- 
tain a better Life, in a better World, though we cannot return 
again to this, So that, if we are Irrecoverably Miſerable, we 
muſt rake it to our ſelves, ſince we would not be perſwaded of 


our Danger. nor brought to our Duty: And if we are Unal- 
terably Bleſſed, we ſhall have no reaſon to lament our being 
taken f om this Earth, tho” never more to return to it. 


That it may be thus with us, let us now ſeriouſly attend to 
e The Improvement which we ought to make of theſe 

'1nings. 7 | ; I TIES 
1. From hence we may Learn how to Manage, and to behaue 


aur ſelves with reference to the Affairs and Enjoyments of this Life. 
Since our Life is but as a Vapour that appeareth for a little time, 


the Apoſtle argues that we ſhould not preſume upon Futurity, 
nor act as thoſe that Do ſo. Go to now, ye that ſay to day or to 
morrow we will go into ſuch a City, and continue there a year, and 
buy and fell and get gain ; whereas ye know not what ſhall be on the 


Morrow, Gr. 


It is ſtrange that Men ſhould be more concerned to lay in, 
for future. Years, than for a future Eternity; when it is fo. 


ſeldom that they live to ſee thoſe Years, and ſo certain that 
they muſt enter into Eternity. Is not He very juſtly Con- 


demn'd for h's Folly, who promiſed himſelf a Long time to 


come, 
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pute again 


Another World. „5 S100 hy 
"I wonder the Thoughts of ſudden Death, and the Conſe- 
quent Miſery of them that forget God, does not ſpoil the Sin- 


ful Mirth and Jollity of the Volup uary; and Arreſt the 
Buſie Worldling in his Criminal purſuits of Wealth and 


Riches: and ſurely they could not ſtifle or diſmi ſs ſuch 
thoughts as they Do, if ever they apply'd 'em to their Own 


Gaſe: But whilſt they allow that Eife is a Vapour; that many 


in their Graves; yet they never reckon Themſelves amongſt 
the Number. Should a Voice from Heaven tell ſuch an one 


by Name, this” Nipht thy S5u! ſhall he required of Ibee; how 


would it ſtartle his Mind, and turn the whole Current of 
bis Thoadhts'and Defieng P71 fk hn  e 


to be Always under ſuch ap rene nſions of the Nearneſs and 


Approach of Death: To which would Anſwer. And fit it 
is certainly, that both your Siaful Pleaſures, and your Sinful 
Ceres ſhould” be abin don'd, by the daily confidering of your 
latter end: which being done, this would never rob you of 
any Licens'd Pleaſure, or hinder you in aay La wful Buſineſs, 
only it would mike you wſe in both. To illuſtrate this by a 


plain Similitude; you miy be liable every Night to be ſur- 
priz'd by Thieves and Robbers; this may make you Careful 


in the Evening to Lock and Bar- your Doors and Windows, 


but it does not prevent your / going to Bed, or break your Re- 
poſe: So may we daily be in Expectation of Death, and pro 


vide againſt it, but it needs not to break in upon; either the 
uſual Buſideſs, or Refreſnments of the Pax. 
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But will ſuch ay,” This is the way to loſe all our Delight 
and Pleaſure, and mike us negle ct our neceſſary Concerns, 
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PEEING 4 


A Funeral Sermon. 


In ſhort, whether we are mourning for the Want, or re- 


joycing in the Uſe, or aiming at the Purchaſe, and procuring, 


of any Temporal Bleſſing, we ſhould keep in mind that of the 
- Apoſtle, 1 Cor. vi. They that weep ſhould be as though they wept 
nt; and they that rejoyce, as though. they rejoyced not: and they 


that buy, as though they poſſeſs'd not : and they that uſe this World 


as not abuſing it; for the Faſhion of this World paſſeth away. 


2. Let us from hence be Inſtructed to ſet a bigher value up- 


on, and be more Careful about, the Welfare of our Immortal 


never dying Souls, Let us no longer ſet our Aﬀ-&ions upon 


| that which is vain and fleeting; nor prize, as we have done, 
| the Enjoyments of a Life that is no better than a Vapour; but 
tet us mind more thoſe things which tend to raiſe an Ennoble 


our Spirits, and to Exalt us to the Life of Angels, and the 
Immediate Preſence of God. It is ſaid of e that he 


gave himſelf up for ſome time to thoſe Exerciſes that might 
add Strength and Agility to his Body, and Enable him to Excel 


in the Olympick Games; till he heard Pherecydes talking of 


the Excellency and Immortality of the Soul; and then he made 


it his Buſineſs to advance in Kyowledge and Vertue. How will 
ſuch Inſtances as This Reproach and Condemn us, if notwith- 
ſtanding all the Great Things that, we hear and read, our 
Souls are made For, and Capable of, we ſtill debaſe their 


Noble Faculties, only to purſue the Things of Senſe; and of 
this uncertain Life? And ſhall that Invaluable Being; that 


precious never dying Spirit be made away with for the ſake 
of Trifles? and all its beſt Thoughts and Affections fix d upon 


that which is not, and from which in a Moment it may be 


inatchd away... * 1 
Shall it ſtill be aid of any that they Act ſo like 
Children, cr that from Children, they are become Brutes 
inſtead of Men ? you may ſhow indeed the Man in this, that 
the Rational Powers do exert themſelves with greater vigour z 
and whilſt you ſeem to Act Rationally, you may with ſome 
Reaſon, Argue and plead for what you do; but are not your 
Principles and your Ends {till the fame, or worſe than what 


they were in your Minority? and is it not Senſe and this Life 


that you are ſtill Catering for ? 


| Men take it for Granted, that ſuch and ſuch Appetites are 
I to be Gratified, and that they cannot be Happy except it be 


ſo ; when the only way to the Happineſs they propoſe, would 


be to Unravel all their Actions to their very Firſt Motives, and 


Principles and to change and alter Theſe. And Oh! that ! 
could 


this, and I durſt anſwer for it, that his Schemes both of 
2 and Acting would — Infinitely for the 
detter. TOE — 


But 


ut prevail with the Senſualiſt to take ſuch a Courſe as 
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19... .1 Funeral Sermon, 
© But who is ſufficient to perſwade ſuch? they have heard. 
over and over the moſt affecting things, even till they are 


Steel'd and Hardned with them, till they can fit and Sleep 
under em, or go away and make a Jeſt of them. Tell em 


they know not what ſhall be on the Morrow, their Lives are 
a Vapour, Cc. the Judge is at the Door, and their Damnation 


is at hand; they have heard all this ſo Often, and have 
thought of it ſo Little, that it is become no more than a 
Sound, that reaches only the Ear, and is loſt,as ſoon as heard. 


Beſeech em by all that's Solemn and Sacred, by all that's 
Great, and Important, to take Gare of their Souls; tell 


em with a Dead Corps, or the Erfigns of it before their Eyes, | | 


that in a little while it will be Se with them; yet yoa might 


as well ſpeak fo the Dead themſelves, as to ſuch. © But thine 

Almighty Voice, Bleſſed God! can raiſe the Dead; do thou 
therefore ſpeak the Word, and thoſe that are Dead in Tref: | 

paſſes and Sins, ſhall immediately Live! - 155 
And now ſince the Goſpel Informs us that Chriſt Jeſus alone 
Fas the words of Eternal Life; this ſhould Engage us to give up 


our ſelves to Him, as the only way to be Saved from Sin and 
Death; and fo to believe in him, and follow him here, that | 
we may be with him where he is, and may bebold his Glory, Joh. | 


Vii. 24. Let us then Enter our Names, and Lift our ſelves | 


under his Banners; ſubmit td his Diſcipline and Appoint- 


ments, conſtantly Serving and faithfully Adhering to him, as | 
not doubting but he will be the Author of Eternal Salvation 10 
All them that obey him. „%% nl 
Let us never forget the Import of that Great Name, A 


CHRISTIAN; but according to the Apoftle's Admonition, 


Let every one that names the Name of Chriſt, depart from Ini- 
quity: and in Imitation of his Brave Spirit and Example, 


orgetting thoſe things which are bebind, let us reach forth unto 
thoſe things mhich are before, preſſing teward ibe Mark for the 


Prize of the High Calling of God in Chrift Jeſus, Phil. iii. 13. 
z. Let the foregoing Conſiderations put us always upon the 
beſt Improvement of our preſent moments, Time is juſtly eſteem'd| 
more Valuable and Precious than Gold or Jewels, or the 
greateſt Treaſure, becauſe it is not to be Regain'd when once 
gone from us. Other things if loſt, may be found, or pur- 
chaſed again, and may be had with advantage; but our Time, 


*when once paſt, can never be Liv'd over again; nor can we 
"Purchaſe one Expired Day, if we would give ten thouſand} 
Worlds. Your greateſt Offers, and moſt paſſionate Intrea- 
ties when you Come to Die, will not prevail for One of thoſe 


Hours that now it may be you think a Burden, or are tri-|| | 
fling away. YN Eel 
| I wiſh 


„ 


Y 1 wiſh thoſe that 45 Job ſpeaks, take | the Timbrel and Harp, 


choly Fs, He caſt a damp upon all t 
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and re joyce at the ſound of the Organ; that ſpend their Days in 
wealth, or in mirth, and in a moment go down to the Grave, Joh 
xxi. 12, 13. would for this once be perſwaded to a Serious 
conſideration of what has been ſaid, It is a Noble Paſſage of 
Sir Francis Walſingham, when ſome of the Courtiers came to 
him, to divert him, being as they N in a Melan- 
eir Gayety, by thus Ex- 
plaining is Thoughtfulneſs to em. Ah! my Friends 
© while we Laugb all things are Serious round about us; God 
& js Serious, Who Exerciſes ſuch Patience towards us; Chrift 


js Serious, Who ſhed his Blood for us; the Holy Ghoft is Se- 
| ©. rious, Who ſtriveth againſt the obſtinacy of our Hearts ; 


c the Holy Scriptures bring to our Ears the moſt Serioxs and 
*« Important things in the whole World; the Holy Sacraments 
“ repreſent the moſt Serious and awful Matters; the whole 
“ Creation is Serious in ſerving God, and us; All that are in 
„Heaven, and in Hell are Serious; How then can a Man that 
c' has one Foot in the Grave, jeſt and Laugh? J am ſure this 


ouggnht to be Conſider'd by thoſe who ſpend their Whole Time 


in a va in and Irreligious Merriment : The Healthieſt in the 
World, may for any thing they know, be as Near the Grave, 
and fo may as properly be ſaid to have ane foot in it, as this 


! Perſon was. 


Since you know not what may be on the Morrow, don't 
toſe this Evening; Go Home, ſet your ſelves in a Thinking 


Poſture; and whilſt you are Muſing, it may be your Hearts 


may burn, and be inftam'd with ſome ſuch Ardent Requeſt, as 
that of David, Lord] make me to know mine End, and the 


\ Meaſure of my Days what it is, that 1 may know how frail Tam, 


Pf, ix 4. -- 


Let ſuch Thoughts as theſe abide with us alſo; and let 'em . 


Engage us to Live Daily, as thoſe that Die daily; fo as that 
with every Setting Sun we may be able to ſay, Whether io mor- 


roms Sun riſe, or not, we bave lived to Day, And ſo may we 


cloſe our Eyes every Evening in the Cumfortable hope of ope- 
ning them either with the Mornings Light, or in Eternal Day. 


I hall now add ſomething concerning the Mournful Sub- 
ject that has occaſion'd this Diſcourſe, and fo Conclude, 


TI E Publick News-Papers ha ve already told you that br. 


UPTON, an Eminent Phyſician in this City is Dead; 


and T beg leave to Publiſh it, that he was an Eminent Chriſtian 
too: A truly Good, as well as a Great Man; whoſe Memory 


as it is blefſed, ſoit ought to be preſerv/d, = 
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they have done nothing to deſerve it, I ſee no Difficulty in De- 
clining it; nor ſhould f 
Conſequence of ſo doing, might be. 
I hope you will pardon this Digreſſion; for as ſuch 1 deſire | 
it may be look'd upon, ſince it might have been ſpared at pre 


ſent. 55 


As to the Extraction of our Departed Friend, ( for 4 Th 


ſcended from a very Ancient and Worthy Family: and what 


he chiefly Gloried in, from ſuch as truly Fear'd God, and did 
Great Things for him in their Day. He went thro' all that is 


Friend I ara ſure I haveabundant Reaſon to call him) he de-! 


uſual in the Schools and Colleges, to fit him for his Defign'd | 


Employment in the World; and all that knew him, muſt al- 


low, that both his Genius and Acquirements were Extraordi- 


© nary. Ds ne | 
I I might follow him in the ſeveral Scenes of his Life, to his laſt 
Settlement in the Place where he died; and from ſeveral Paſ- 
ſages out of his own Mouth, as well as what I have heard from | 
his neareſt Relative; a many very Inſtructive Things might 


be Set to View, but I rather chuſe to inſiſt upon what I have 


obſer v'd my ſelf in that Intimate, tho alaſs, too Short Ac- 
nenen, Doh: ,-4Þ 
And I woutd particularly Conſider his Life and Example, as 
it may Enforce what L have heen Explaining, and Prel 3 
2 j 


the foregaing Diſcourſe, * 


—— WI — * 


* — 1 —— 
————— v ISS _ —_ . , * 


x W i NL Op IR args 


* 
: 4 1 — 2. l 4 . 
„ 1 + * wr err A * 0 8 > 1 * 6.4 - 0 
. * 91 ö y | £ = 
A Funeral Sermon. 17 
L . 2 o * 2 F Wa 5. 6 £ wil *% 


He was not one of thoſe that Promis d himſelf, or that 
ated upon a vain Preſumption of Long Life, He had fre- 
quent Warnings af the Contrary, by Bodily Indiſpoſitions; 
and tho' He was of a very Cheerful and Sprightly Temper 


— 


vrhen free from Pains and Diſorders, yet would He never 


put far from Him a Dying Day. He knew how to maintain 


a Senſe of his Mortality without Uneaſineſs, and in the midſt 


of Buſineſs. 3 e e eee 
Nie was far from ſetting his Heart on any Gains or Gran- 
deur in this World; as his great Generoſity in the whole 
Courſe of his Practice of Phyſick does abundantly prove. 
And as the Holy Ghoſt has ſeen fit to Record in the Ads of 
the Apoſtles, the little Eulogies of thoſe who wept over the 
dead Body of Dorcas, ſpeaking of the Coats that ſhe had 
made for em, and the Kindneſs ſhe ſhow'd 'em whilſt Alive; 


ſa may we very well take notice in the preſent Caſe of thoſe. 


who are lamenting the Loſs of Dr. UPTON, and ſpeak- 
ing to one another of the Care that he took to Save their 
Lives, and Heal their Diſeaſes; and who have this to add to 


all, that He did it freely too. 


- How many Perſons have I my ſelf heard Crying, and ſay- 


Xp ing, He would not tate any thing of Me, and yet 45 ready to 


Help me, as if Thad given him never ſo much. He had as great 
Opportunity for getting a Large Eſtate, as many of thoſe 
who have been moſt talk'd of on that account ; and perhaps 


none in his Station more Fully Employ'd : But he all along 


ſhow'd that he took more pleaſure in doing Good to Others, 


than Enriching himſelf. He has indeed taken Care to make 


a very handſome Proviſion for his Family, and a Double Bleſ- 


- | ſing I doubt not will accompany what he has left; but I may 


very ſafely ſay it would have amounted to ſeveral Thouſands 
more, if he had been of the Temper of ſome others. 
Il mention this to let you ſee upon how much nobler a Prin- 


ciple He acted than that of the Generality, to get all they can; 
and how very Remote his Spirit and Behaviour was, from 
i- that which our Text is brought to Reprove; and it will fur- 


ther appear to have been the Reverſe, if we Confider the Se- 


rions Regard that he always had to the Wil and Providence 
of . | * s 


His Piety was very Inward, and free from all Affectation, 
but yet very Real, and fruitful, and full of Good Works. 


He was always poſſeſs'd with Awful and Honourable 
Thoughts of God, and could not hear his Name Blaſphem'd 
without great Uneaſineſs, and Concern. He was firmly Eſta- 
bliſh'd in the BelieFof Revealed Religion, and that not With- 
out Conſidering, and being well acquainted with, the moſt 
: e . Prevailing 
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prevailing Cavils of Infidelity. He knew what Streſs to lay in 
this Matter upon the Inward Teſtimony of the Spirit; and 
could look to the Vital Renewing Talloentes thereof upon 
is own Soul: It was in his account, a faithful Saying, and 
worihy of all acceptation, that Jeſus Cbriſt came into the World to 
Sinners. Theſe Heads, and many more ſome time ago 
have had occaſion to talk with him upon, when Diſcourſin 

on thole words, Rom. i. 16. I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel F 
__ Chriſt, for it is whe Power of God unto Salvation 10 every one that 

J 8 5 TT. 


z 


Hie lov'd the publick Worſhip of God, and would always | 


Contrive the Viſiting his Patients, if poffible, fo as to give 
his Attendance Once at leaſt every Lords-Day. And when 
he was Abſent, He was Employ'd either in Works of Ne- 


ceſſity, or Mercy. As to the way in which he choſe to Wor- 


ſhip God, it was with the Moderate Diſſenters; for fol think 
Emay call this Aſſembly : and ſuch a one I am ſure he was: 
Very Charitable in his Sentiments, Loving and Valuing true 
Goodneſs wherever he ſaw it. He had the higheſt Eficem 
for your late Paftor, the Admirable Mr. Sy/[vefter, whom he 
us d to call his Spiritual Father; and he continued a Kind and 
Faithful Friend to him, notwithſtanding his Diſcouragements 

from others. He did not forſa ke your Xfembly at the Death 


| of that Valued Man, as too many in other Places have done 


upon ſuch a Remove; But he ſtill appear'd as a very great En- 
courager, and a Support to us ever ſince. He has always 
maintain'd his Relolutions of ſtanding by us; and even at a 
time of the moſt violent Aſſaults upon us, when our Place of 
Worſhip was Demoliſh'd, and we every where Inſulted, He 


was not aſham'd of Us, or our Cauſe. He well knew bow] 


to Interpret, and what Uſe to make of the Scandalous Fal- 


Ihoods that have been Publiſh'd to Exaſperate ſuch as were 
Ignorant of us, and to ſet them againſt us. He look'd upon 


our Iniereſt, in the midſt of all the Contempt that was caſt 
upon it, as what did not deſerve to have been ſo Treated. 
The greateſt Thing indeed he us'd to ſay for the Diſſenters 
was, that he lov'd their Serious and Affectionate way both of 
. Praying, and Preachihg,; and that he always found himſelf 
the better ſor it. As Prince Henry once ſaid upon hearing the 
Puritans of thoſe Times talk'dagainſt ; That 5 kaew not what 
they call d Puritan Preaching, but he lov'd that Preaching beſt, that 
went neareſt bis Heart. So wopld the Doctor in ſome ſuch man- 
ner as that, often Plead fer us. I mention theſe Things, in 
hope that they will not be look d upon as Eclipſing Him, but 
rather as Reflecting an Honour upon us. PIP 
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10 proceed, he was Careful to keep up Religion in his Family, 


as welt as in Publick ; and I wiſh thoſe who make Buſineſs a Pre- 
tence for the Neglect of Family-Prayer, would think of the conſtant 


Hurries of ſuch a Life as His; and withal Remember that he/did 
not on the account of theſe, Live in the Omiſſion either of his 


Private or Secret Devotion. He was very Serious in his Preparatis 


ons for a Sacrament; and tho' he had not ſo much Leiſure as 1 
have heard him ſometimes wiſh for; yet till did he always mains - 
tain a Senſe of the Solemnity and Importance of ſuch an Inſtitutiom 
He was a Hearty Friend to the Miniſters of all Denominations, 
and upon all Occaſions ready to Help either them or their Families 


when ſent for, without Fee or Reward, 


Ne was a Perſon of a truly Publick Spirit, heartily Concern'd for 


the Welfare ot his Country, Studiows of thoſe things that might 


make for peace; and wiſely ſenſible of the Dangerous Conſequens 
4 


ces of our Heats and Diviſions. 1 ic 
He had a Tender Love for his Relatives, behay'd himſelf , iſel 

in his own Houſe, and lov'd to be in it as much as he could And 

tho his frequent Pains, and conſtant Fatigues, might ſometimas 


ſhorten and ruffle his Temper, yet there was never any ** | 
\'a 


guſts, or any abatement of his hearty Affection. As the 


Family he was Provident, and Rul'd well; as a Husband he was Kind 


and Engaging ; as a Father he was truly Solicitous about the Gõο¶, 
of his Children, both in this, and a_better World. He has indeed 
out of many, bur Two that Survive him, a Son, and a Daughter; 
the one he has lakly ſettled with a Merchant of good Repute -in 
this City; and the other he has Married to a Perſon very ſuitable, 


and deſirable ro the Family; and one who I hope was (ent: in Mer - 
| 0 Bud writ 


cy againſt ſuch a Time as this, 


He was Liberal, and Bountiful to thoſe that were in Want # and | 


his Charitable Contributions both Yearly, and Occaſional, were 
very Conſiderable ; He always deſired that, inſtead of making a 


Show at his Funeral, by Inviting the Rich, he might have the 


Poor call'd in, and Reliev'd; which Deſire has been fulfill. 
He had a true Reliſh of Friendſhip, a good Taſte in Converſation, 


and was himſelf, in the general, as Entertaining and as Profitable'as a- 


ny. In his moſt pleaſant Hours I never found him unfit to turn ti 


a Seri@us Subject; nor did his Seriouſneſs in the leaſt ſpoil or læſſen 


his good Temper, If there were any whoſe Manner he could not 
fall in with, he had the Wiſdom not to attempt it. 
free and eaſie? and was as far from Stiffneſs and Affectation in hi 
common Behaviour, as in his Religion. He had no forbiddi 
louſies, or Fears of wanting a due Reſpect from thoſe he Couveni u 


”P o 


with; but took a way rather to Invite a Familiarity, than to k 


his Friends at a diſtahce from him. This part of ſo lovely à Cha- 
j 233 makes me forget my felf. I muſt Conclude it, and that I 


af 1 
ſenſible of his Frail- 


ſhall do, with what adds a Luſtre to all. 
He was a Man of great Humility, very 

ties, and of a Contrite Spirit, with reſpect to God: How Devout 

and Affectionate have I ſcen bim at a Facramental Table | He was 


| not aſham'd to ſpeak of his former Difficulties and Troubles brd 


* 


He Was open, 


og Jr. 
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| loy'd to Reconnt the Kindneſſes of Providence towards Him, and 
His. And yet he never would Boaſt of his Succeſſes; nor did he 
Riſe at all in the Conceit of his Merit thereupon. He was far 
from Cenſuring, or running down any in the way of his Profeſſion, 
to Advance himſelf. He would go to the Meancſt in their Affficti- 
om, as well as to the Rich and Great. He was ſtrangely averſe to 
the making a Show in the Eyes of the World ; and it was his Con- 
ſtant Deſire to be Carried as Modeſtly o»t of it, as he had Lived in it, 
His Body was accordingly Interrr'd as privately as might be in the 
Pariſh where he Dwelt ; and where others of his Relations had be- 
fore taken up their Reft, Thus was he gather'd unto his Fathers, in 
the Fifty fourth Lear of his Age. 
The Manner of his Death I told you at the beginning of this 
Diſcourſe was ſudden , being apparently Well at his going to Bed, 
About Eleven a Clock, and ſirnck' with Death before Two in the 
Morning; tho” he did not actually Expire till about Nine. . 
Things have been already hinted, that may quiet our Minds un 
ſuch a Surprizing Stroke, and I muſt not now ſtay lens, "7 
Let the Impreffions that have now been made, Abide with us; 
and if yon can carry away no more, yet be ſure to Remember, and 
often call to mind this Text: Te know not what ſhall be on the Morrow; 
For what is your Life? it is even a vapour that appeareth for à little time | 
aul they vaniſheth away, "oo As eee 


Such an Example, and ſuch a Deceaſe mnſt ſurely be very Inſtru- 
Etive to us. He Died in the midſt of very Gainful and Reputable 
Buſineſs; He died in the midſt of many Diſtinguiſhing and Com- 
fortable Enjoyments , and many Fair Proſpects; He Died generally | 
Deſired, and Belov'd, as we ſee by his being ſo Univarſally La- 
mented: And he Died ſo ſuddenly, that he had but juſt time, after 
his firſt Seizure, to Bleſs his Family, before he loſt his Speech, and 
his Senſes, He that bath Ears to Hear, let him Hear the Voice of 
ſuch a Providence, which ſo loudly calls to us in the Langurge of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, Be ye alſo Ready, And it He, who, while Li- 
ving has been Inſtiumental to Save ſo many ob our Lives, may but | 


: { 


by his Death promote the Salvation of our Souls; this will turn our 


preſent Sorrow and Diſtreſs, into after Thankfulneſs, and Praiſe. 

#: May this be the Comfortable Conſequence of ſo Sad a Day to his 
— Mourning Relatives ! that Almighty God may be inſtead of a Huſ- 
band to the Widow, and inſtead of a Father to the Fatherleſs, And | 

may it be to all of us a Means of Diſgracing this Viſible, and Rea- 
 Þzingan Inviſi ble World; that when it mall be ſaid of one and 

another of us, as in a little Time it will be, They are Dead; it may 
alſo be ſaid, as we have abundant Reaſon to add in the preſent Caſe, 
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